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through whom God had shown the faint dawn of the Christian revelation. But in the affairs of this world they had no part. The only news from Rome that interested them was that, another senator, Puulinus (afterwards of Nola), had embraced Christianity and deserted the empire ; that the prefect of Koine, Gracchus, the prefect of Gaul, C. Postumus Dardanus, and the senator Pammachius, had abandoned the old religion. To the material dangers that were gathering thick about the empire they were supremely indifferent. It wan the life beyond the grave that mattered ; this world was hut a stage, act with death-traps on every side, on which the Christian must play his part warily. The love of woman or child, the breath of wine, even the perfume of the ruse and the ^hulnesH of song (Confessions, x.), were snares cunningly set whether by kind or hostile hand they could not say. Alypius and Kvodius were with him from the first. Nebriclius returned to his home near Carthage, where he died shortly afterwards. Komanianus declined to follow him into Christianity. Licentiu.s roamed out into the wide world, in search of pleasure and poetry and honour. But Augustine sold all his property, except this house, and thus endowed his usually given is far less impres-
